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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF     THE 


COMMITTEE    ON    TEXT-BOOKS 


1863. 


In  School  Committee,  June  9,  1863. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Attest:  BARNARD    CAPEN,  Secretary. 


REPORT. 


The  Committee  on  Text-Books  respectfully  submit 
their  aunual  report. 

By  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  it  is  provided  that  the 
Committee  on  Text-Books  "  shall,  in  the  month  of  May, 
annually,  examine  the  course  of  studies  prescribed  for 
the  schools,  and  shall  recommend  to  the  Board,  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  in  June,  such  improvements  in  the 
course  of  instruction,  and  such  changes  in  the  books 
used  in  the  schools,  as  they  may  deem  expedient." 

This  is  a  broad  and  important  commission,  and  the 
Committee,  having  endeavored  faithfully  to  fulfil  it,  sub- 
mit the  result  of  their  inquiries  and  deliberations.  They 
have  examined  with  some  care  the  course  of  studies  pre- 
scribed for  the  schools,  and  find  it,  in  their  judgment, 
well  arranged  and  sufficiently  comprehensive.  They 
believe  that  if  this  course  be  thoroughly  and  systemati- 
cally pursued,  it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  good 
substantial  education,  prepare  all,  who  wished  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  privileges,  for  admission  to  the  Eng- 
lish High,  and  Girls'  High  and  Normal,  Schools,  and, 
even  without  the  advantages  of  these  schools,  fit  them 
for  useful  and  honorable  employments  in  life.     They 
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fear,  however,  that  the  course  of  studies  prescribed  is 
not  so  thoroughly  pursued,  or  so  systematically  taught, 
as  it  ought  to  be.  Having  reason  to  believe  that  there 
was  some  want  of  uniformity  in  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  and  the  action  of  the  masters,  in  this  respect, 
the  Committee  appointed  one  of  their  number  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  of  the  prescribed  text-books  had  fallen 
into  disuse,  and  whether  any  considerable  diversity 
existed  in  the  amount  of  instruction  given  in  the  pre- 
scribed studies.  This  member  reported  to  the  Commit- 
tee as  follows :  — 

;c  Personal  visitation  to  about  one  half  the  Grammar 
Schools,  and  information  derived  from  reliable  sources, 
have  established  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  some 
of  the  studies  required  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

"  1.     Book-Keeping  by  single  and  double  entry. 

"  In  more  than  one  half  the  schools,  no  instruction  at 
all  is  given  in  this  important  branch ;  in  some  very  little 
attention  is  paid  to  it ;  and  in  a  very  few  it  is  carefully 
and  thoroughly  taught ;  but  in  none,  so  far  as  ascer- 
tained, is  any  instruction  given  in  double  entry. 

"  2.     Natural  Philosophy. 

"  In  some  of  the  schools  regular  recitations  are  re- 
quired. In  others  the  subject  is  occasionally  presented 
to  the  pupils  by  means  of  familiar  lectures,  illustrated 
by  the  use  of  the  philosophical  apparatus  ;  but  in  very 
many  of  the  schools  no  attention  whatever  is  given  to 
the  study. 

"  3.     Physical  Geography. 

"  Not  more  than  one  half  the  teachers  use  the  treatises 
of  Warren  or  Cartee,  as  required  by  the  Rules.     The 
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remainder  teach  the  subject  as  presented  in  "Warren's 
Common  School  Geography." 

"  4.     Hooker's  Primary  Physiology. 

"  This  text-book  is  used  in  very  few  of  the  schools. 
In  some  the  masters  alone  possess  the  book,  and  occa- 
sionally read  short  extracts  relating  to  hygeine,  &c. 

"5.     History. 

"  In  two  or  three  of  the  schools,  Ancient  and  Modern 
History  are  thoroughly  taught.  In  a  few  instruction  is 
given  in  United  States  and  English  History,  while  in  a 
great  majority  only  the  United  States  History  is  taught. 

"6.     Hall's  Manual  of  Morals. 

"  A  Monday-morning  lesson  is  given  in  this  book,  in 
a  very  few  schools,  but  in  most  the  masters  prefer  to 
seize  upon  occasions  as  they  arise,  to  enforce  the  prin- 
ciples of  morality. 

"7.  Stearns's  Practical  Guide  to  English  Pronuncia- 
tion, so  far  as  ascertained,  has  fallen  entirely  into  disuse. 
This  is  owing  mainly  to  the  fact  that  in  orthography 
and  pronunciation  it  differs  oftentimes  from  Worcester. 

"8.  The  same  want  of  uniformity  exists  in  relation 
to  Drawing,  Declamation,  and  Composition." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  report  relates  exclu- 
sively to  the  Grammar  Schools.  The  member  who  pro- 
posed and  submitted  it  to  the  Committee  entered  upon 
some  similar  investigations  in  regard  to  the  Primary 
Schools  ;  but  as  the  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
special  committee,  had  recently  adopted  a  revised  plan 
of  studies  for  these  schools,  it  was  not  deemed  expe- 
dient or  necessary  to  pursue  the  investigation.  It  will 
be  perceived,  also,  that  the  report  presents  a  want  of 
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uniformity  in  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  Grammar 
Schools,  and  a  want  of  conformity  to  the  Hules  and 
Regulations,  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  In  some 
respects  this  want  of  uniformity  may  be  attributed  to  the 
negligence  or  oversight  of  this  Board,  in  keeping  in 
text-books  that  are  not  in  harmony  with  each  other,  or 
with  some  general  principles  that  have  been  adopted,  or 
in  not  providing  suitable  text-books  for  studies  enjoined. 

For  example,  —  "  Stearns's  Practical  Guide  to  English 
Pronunciation"  is  said  to  have  fallen  entirely  into  disuse 
because  it  differs  in  orthography  and  pronunciation  from 
Worcester.  Worcester's  Dictionary  having  been  adopted 
by  the  Board  as  authority  upon  these  points,  "  Stearns's 
Guide,"  not  used  because  differing  so  much  from  this 
authority,  should  be  dropped  from  the  list  of  text- 
books ;  and  accordingly  the  Committee  recommend 
that  this  be  done. 

So  in  regard  to  Book-Keeping  by  double  entry.  No 
instruction  appears  to  be  given  in  this  in  any  of  the 
Grammar  Schools  —  partly  because  the  pupils  probably 
do  not  advance  far  enough,  and  partly,  also,  perhaps, 
because  Book-Keeping  by  double  entry  is  thoroughly 
attended  to  in  the  English  High  School.  It  would  be 
wise,  therefore,  to  arrange  that  Book-Keeping  by  single 
entry  shall  be  thoroughly  taught  in  all  the  Grammar 
Schools,  and  that  Book-Keeping  by  double  entry,  thor- 
oughly taught  in  the  English  High,  be  omitted  from  the 
list  of  studies  in  the  Grammar  Schools  ;  and  accordingly 
the  Committee  recommend  that  this  be  done. 

So  in  regard  to  Drawing.  Here  the  report  states  that 
there  is  the  same  want  of  uniformity  in  the  character 
and  amount  of  instruction  given  ;  and  the  Committee, 
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the  Teachers,  and  the  Drawing-Master  of  the  High 
Schools  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  for  several 
years  the  pupils  entering  these  schools  from  the  Gram- 
mar, have  come  with  much  less  knowledge  and  profi- 
ciency in  Drawing  than  was  formerly  the  case,  and  with 
much  less  uniformity  in  the  amount  of  their  knowledge, 
and  the  character  of  the  instruction  they  have  received. 
This  is  mainly  to  be  attributed,  probably,  to  the  fact 
that  for  some  time  we  have  had  no  text-books  in  Drawing. 
Formerly,  and  for  several  years,  Bartholomew's  Series 
of  Drawing-Books  was  the  authorized  and  appointed 
text-book  to  be  used  in  giving  instruction  in  this  impor- 
tant department,  and  during  this  period  a  very  percep- 
tible improvement  and  considerable  uniformity  obtained 
in  all  the  Grammar  Schools.  Six  or  seven  years  ago, 
hastily,  without  much  reflection,  and  with  no  discussion, 
not  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Text-Book  Commit- 
tee, but,  if  the  recollection  of  the  writer  of  this  report 
be  correct,  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  not  now  a 
member  of  this  Board,  and  upon  the  mistaken  idea  that 
if  a  parent  was  saved  forty  or  fifty  cents  annually  in  the 
cost  of  text-books,  an  eminent  service  was  rendered  to 
the  city  and  to  the  schools,  Bartholomew's  Drawing- 
Books  were  stricken  from  the  list ;  and  since  then,  we 
have  had  no  text-book  in  Drawing,  and  the  schools  have 
consequently  fallen  off  in  this  department. 

Drawing  —  the  instruction  of  the  eye  to  observe  form, 
and  of  the  hand  to  represent  it  —  is  an  important  part 
of  a  practical  education.  Knowledge  and  facility  in  this 
respect  come  into  play  and  are  of  valuable  service  in  all 
the  mechanical  employments  of  life,  from  the  shoeing 
of  a  horse  to  the  erection  of  a  house.     Instruction  in 
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Drawing  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  loose,  slipshod 
state  it  is  at  present.  There  should  be  some  text-book, 
in  order  that  the  same  general  principles  and  modes  of 
instruction  may  prevail  in  all  the  schools. 

After  various  inquiries,  and  the  best  investigation  they 
could  give  the  subject,  the  Committee  are  satisfied  that 
Bartholomew's  Drawing-Books,  which  are  extensively 
used  elsewhere,  are  as  good  as  any,  and  probably  the 
best  that  can  be  obtained,  and  that  they  should  be  again 
introduced  as  the  text-book  in  Drawing,  and  accordingly 
they  recommend  that  this  be  done.  Were  these  changes 
made,  and  one  other,  which  the  Committee  will  notice 
here  because  it  bears  upon  the  general  topic  now  under 
consideration,  there  would  be  more  uniformity  and  a 
better  progress  in  the  Grammar  Schools.  The  change 
alluded  to  is  the  introduction  of  Written  Arithmetic,  or 
better  and  more  instruction  given  in  it  to  the  third  class 
of  the  Grammar  Schools.  According  to  our  present 
Regulations  the  fourth  item  in  the  studies  of  the  third 
class  reads  thus  —  "  Warren  Colburn's  First  Lessons, 
new  edition,  with  Lessons  in  Written  Arithmetic  on  the 
Slate  and  Blackboard."  It  has  been  represented  to  your 
Committee  by  some  competent  to  judge,  and  is  a  matter 
within  the  experience  and  observation  of  some  of  their 
number,  that  the  last  part  of  this  item  has  little  or  no 
effect,  that  it  is  practically  a  dead  letter,  that  the  exer- 
cises or  examples  at  the  end  of  Colburn's  First  Lessons, 
intended,  for  this  purpose,  are  of  no  great  use,  they  are 
not  performed,  and  that,  practically,  the  third  class  re- 
ceives no  instruction  in  Written  Arithmetic,  and  makes 
hardly  any  use  of  the  slate  and  blackboard.  The  Reg- 
ulation, as  it  now  stands,  intends  to  provide  that  the  third 
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class  shall  make  a  beginning  in  Written  Arithmetic,  but 
practically  it  fails  largely  to  carry  into  effect  that  pro- 
vision. Your  Committee  would  remedy  this  defect  by 
striking  out  the  last  part  of  the  item  —  "  with  lessons  in 
Written  Arithmetic  on  the  slate  and  blackboard,"  and 
have  it  read  like  the  corresponding  one  in  the  studies  of 
the  second  class,  viz  :  "  Warren  Colburn's  First  Les- 
sons, new  edition,  and  Arithmetic"  —  the 
blank  to  be  filled  with  such  Written  Arithmetic  as  the 
Board  may  adopt,  —  and  thus  provide  that  the  third  class 
shall  thoroughly  begin  and  systematically  pursue  Written 
Arithmetic.  Accordingly  they  recommend  this  change. 
Were  the  changes  in  studies  and  text-books  above 
suggested  adopted,  and  care  taken  by  the  District  Com- 
mittees, to  whose  attention  the  subject  is  earnestly  com- 
mended, to  see  that  the  text-books  are  used,  and  the 
prescribed  course  of  studies  thoroughly  and  systemati- 
cally pursued,  it  is  believed  that  greater  uniformity  would 
result,  that  the  Grammar  Schools  would  have  a  more 
forward  movement,  that  the  pupils  passing  from  them  to 
the  High  Schools  would  come  much  better  prepared, 
and  that  consequently  those  schools  could  take  a  step 
forward,  and  enlarge  in  one  or  two  particulars  their 
course  of  study,  which  it  is  very  desirable  they  should 
do,  and  thus  our  whole  system  of  public  instruction  be 
advanced  and  improved.  For  instance,  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  Intellectual  Philosophy  should  form  a  part  of 
the  regular  three  years'  course  of  instruction  in  the 
English  High  School.  Were  History,  Natural  Philos- 
ophy, Arithmetic,  &c,  as  thoroughly  studied  as  possible, 
and  as  the  Rules  provide,  in  the  Grammar  Schools,  the 
pupils  would  come  to  the  High  School  so  far  advanced 
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that  Intellectual  Philosophy  might  be  introduced,  and 
other  studies,  already  a  part  of  the  course  at  the  Eng- 
lish High  School,  be  more  extensively  pursued.  We 
have,  unquestionably,  during  the  last  few  years,  strength- 
ened the  foundation  and  improved  and  lifted  up  the  base 
of  our  whole  system  of  public  instruction,  viz :  the  Pri- 
mary Schools.  This  enables  us  to  carry  up  a  little  high- 
er all  parts  of  the  superstructure,  and  we  ought  not 
to  neglect  to  do  so. 

Having,  as  required  by  the  Regulations,  offered  these 
general  suggestions,  on  the  course  of  studies,  the  Commit- 
tee proceed  to  consider  some  specific  changes  in  text- 
books, and  would  report  first  on  a  subject  of  this  kind 
referred  to  them  some  two  months  ago  by  a  vote  of  this 
Board.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  in  April  last,  a  com- 
munication was  made  to  "  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston,"  by  Mr.  Oliver  Ellsworth,  publisher  of 
Town  and  Holbrook's  Readers  —  called  the  "  Progressive 
Series,"  asking  for  the  introduction  of  their  books  into 
the  public  schools,  urging  reasons  for  the  same,  and 
making  propositions  as  to  the  pecuniary  terms  on  which 
he  would  furnish  them,  —  which  terms  he  regarded  as 
very  favorable  to  the  city,  and  calculated  to  diminish  the 
cost  of  text-books  in  the  reading  department.  When 
the  communication  had  been  about  one  half  read,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  and  prevailed,  to  omit  the  further  reading, 
and  refer  the  paper  to  the  Text-Book  Committee.  Sub- 
sequently Mr.  Ellsworth  had  a  second  communication 
printed,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Board. 
As  this  printed  paper  contains  all  the  essential  state- 
ments, arguments,  and  propositions  of  his  written  com- 
munication, the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
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go  into  any,  much  less  a  minute,  restatement  and  exam- 
ination of  them.  The  Committee  content  themselves 
with  reporting,  that  after  a  full  consideration  of  this 
subject,  they  decline  to  recommend  to  the  Board  the 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Ellsworth's  propositions,  or  the  intro- 
duction of  the  "  Progressive  Series  "  of  Readers  into  the 
public  schools,  —  either  to  the  entire  displacement  of 
Hillard's,  or  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  his,  as  the 
committees  of  the  different  districts  may  elect,  and  they 
do  this  on  two  simple  but  strong  reasons. 

1.  The  "  Progressive  Series,"  whatever  its  merits,  is 
not,  in  their  judgment,  so  good  a  series  of  reading  books 
as  Hillard's.  This  was  the  opinion  very  decidedly  ex- 
pressed by  the  very  able  Text-Book  Committee  under 
whose  auspices  Hillard's  Readers  were  introduced  into 
the  schools.  It  is  an  opinion  in  which  the  present 
Committee  are  constrained  to  concur.  Were  all  Mr. 
Ellsworth's  arithmetical  calculations  perfectly  correct, 
and  were  it  beyond  question,  which,  so  far  as  your  Com- 
mittee can  understand  the  computation  and  comparison 
of  prices  and  pages,  they  are  not  prepared  unhesitat- 
ingly to  admit,  but  were  it  beyond  question  that  the 
"Progressive  Series  "  would  be  actually  the  cheaper,  i.  e. 
give  more  pages  for  less  price,  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
adopt  it.  The  best  books,  not  the  cheapest,  should  be 
our  object.  To  adopt  the  best  text-book  at  a  reasonable 
cost  is  the  only  principle  upon  which  we  can  do  our  duty 
to  the  schools  and  to  the  interests  of  education  .  It  is  be- 
lieved by  your  Committee  that  this  was  done  in  selecting, 
and  will  be  done  by  continuing,  Hillard's  Headers. 

2.  The  Committee  decline  to  recommend  the  ac- 
ceptance   of   Mr.   Ellsworth's    propositions,  because   a 
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portion  of  the  "  Progressive  Series"  has  been  tried  in  our 
public  schools,  and  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  At  the 
time  Hillard's  Readers  were  adopted,  a  very  favorable 
impression  prevailed  in  a  portion  of  the  Board  in  regard 
to  the  "  Progressive  Series."  In  order  to  meet  this  impres- 
sion, and  give  Mr.  Ellsworth's  books,  what  he  now  asks 
for  them,  a  fair  trial,  it  was  ordered  that  what  was  then 
urged  by  its  friends  as  the  best  of  this  series,  "  The 
Progressive  Speaker  and  Common  School  Reader," 
should  be  a  permitted  book  for  the  first  class  in  the 
Grammar  Schools,  and  that  each  District  Committee 
should  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  that  or  "  Hillard's  First  Class 
Reader."  Under  this  order,  "  The  Progressive  Speaker," 
was  introduced  by  some  six  or  seven  of  the  District  Com- 
mittees into  the  schools  under  their  charge,  and  held  its 
place  in  each  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period.  More  than 
a  year  ago  it  was  found  that  all  these  Committees  had 
discontinued  "  The  Progressive  Speaker,"  and  adopted, 
in  preference,  "  Hillard's  First  Class  Reader,"  and  that 
the  former  book,  though  permitted,  was  not  used  in  any 
school  in  the  city.  The  Committee  on  Text-Books  thought 
that  a  permission  of  which  no  use  was  made  might 
wisely  be  withdrawn,  and  therefore  in  their  last  annual 
report  they  recommended  that  "  The  Progressive  Speak- 
er "  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  text-books,  and  this  was 
done. 

It  would  not  seem  to  be  wise  to  adopt  for  an  exclu- 
sive or  joint  use  in  our  schools,  a  series  of  books  in 
relation  to  the  highest  and  most  important  part  of 
which  this  is  the  result  of  our  experience.  The  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  in  his  written  communication, 
that  the  omitting  of  the  "  Progressive  Speaker"  from  the 
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list  of  text-books  "  was  done  against  the  expressed  wish 
of  many  of  the  teachers  then  using  the  book,"  is  not  a 
fact  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee.  The 
proposition  to  omit  was  reported  to  the  Board  by  the 
Text-Book  Committee  several  weeks  before  it  was  acted 
upon,  the  statement  that  the  book  was  not  used  in  any 
of  the  schools  was  not  denied,  none  came  forward  to 
say  they  were  "  then  using  it,"  and  no  opposition  from 
any  quarter  was  manifest. 

For  these  two  reasons,  because  in  the  judgment  of 
your  Committee  it  is  not  the  best,  and  because  a  portion 
of  it  has  been  used  and  failed  to  be  approved,  your 
Committee  do  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  "Pro- 
gressive Series,"  as  urged  by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  they 
are  strengthened  in  advising  this  course  from  the  fact 
that  Hillard's  Readers,  or  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  series,  is  undergoing  a  careful  revision,  and  they 
recommend  that  the  revised  edition,  which  will  contain 
valuable  and  important  suggestions  by  teachers  in  our 
public  schools,  be  introduced  as  fast  as  it  shall  appear. 

The  subject  of  Arithmetic  occupied  a  very  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  time  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
Committee  last  year,  and  by  the  latter  has  again  been 
very  fully  considered.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in 
their  second  report  last  year  —  their  first  having  been 
recommitted  —  the  Committee  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  u  Eaton's  Common  School  Arithmetic  "  instead  of 
a  treatise  entitled  "Eaton's  Arithmetic"  now  in  use. 
This  recommendation  was  adopted,  but,  as  was  after- 
wards presumed,  only  by  a  majority,  and  therefore  not 
according  to  law,  and  so  it  did  not  go  into  operation. 
Since  then  a  revised  edition  of  "  Eaton's  Common  School 


14  CITY  DOCUMENT.— No.  59. 

Arithmetic,"  —  adopting  some  new  arrangements,  and 
bringing  in  some  matter  from  "  Eaton's  Arithmetic,"  — 
the  whole  prepared  according  to  suggestions  made  by 
a  committee  of  the  masters,  has  been  printed,  and  thor- 
oughly examined  by  the  Committee,  in  comparison  with 
Greenleaf's  and  other  Arithmetics,  submitted  to  their 
inspection.  The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  this  re- 
vision of  "  Eaton's  Common  School  Arithmetic "  is  a 
great  improvement,  and  that  it  is  better  adapted  for  use 
in  our  schools  than  any  arithmetic  now  published. 

The  Committee  examined  with  some  care,  in  manu- 
script, an  Arithmetic  prepared  by  Mr.  James  Robin- 
son, one  of  our  former  masters,  well  known  to  this 
Board.  In  its  arrangements,  its  definitions,  and  in  all 
that  part  of  it  which  would  be  used  in  preparation  for 
various  mechanical  and  mercantile  pursuits,  they  were 
particularly  pleased  with  this  Arithmetic,  and  cannot 
forbear  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  be  published  ; 
but  its  publication  being  involved  in  uncertainty  the 
Committee  recommend  that  the  revised  edition,  to  which 
reference  has  been  made,  of  "  Eaton's  Common  School 
Arithmetic,"  be  adopted  in  the  place  of  "  Eaton's  Arith- 
metic." 

The  Committee  supposed  the  matter  of  Grammars  to 
be  definitely  settled  for  some  years,  by  their  report  of 
last  year,  and  the  action  of  this  Board  in  January  last. 
But,  about  two  months  ago  their  attention  was  called 
to  "  Kerl's  Comprehensive  English  Grammar,"  which 
they  have  very  carefully  examined,  their  admiration  and 
approval  increasing  with  every  renewed  examination, 
till  they  feel  constrained  to  say  that  in  their  judgment 
Kerl's  Grammar  is  a  very  extraordinary  production,  and 
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if  not  decidedly  the  best  text-book,  is  decidedly  the 
best  treatise,  on  Grammar  of  which  they  have  any  knowl- 
edge. At  one  meeting  the  Committee  had  decided, 
unanimously,  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  "  Kerl's  Ele- 
mentary English  Grammar"  and  "  Kerl's  Comprehensive 
English  Grammar,"  in  the  place  of  "  Bullion's  Introduc- 
tion" and  "Bullion's  Analytical  and  Practical  Gram- 
mar ; "  but,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day,  this  decision  was 
reconsidered, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  "Bullion's 
Introduction"  was  only  adopted  in  January  last,  and 
from  the  fear  entertained  by  some  of  the  Committee  that 
though  a  most  admirable  book  for  every  master  and 
scholar  to  have  on  his  table  for  study  and  consultation, 
Kerl's  Grammar  might  not  be  a  good  text-book  for  the 
instruction  of  pupils  in  the  elements  of  Grammar,  it 
was  determined  that  the  Committee  would  content  them- 
selves with  calling  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  Kerl's 
excellent  books,  that  they  may  be  prepared  at  some 
future  time,  to  determine,  definitely,  and  on  mature  de- 
liberation, whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  schools  to  introduce  them  as  text-books.  Did  our 
rules  permit  it,  or  could  it  be  done  by  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  (and  the  Committee  have  not  considered  this 
point,)  it  might  be  expedient  to  introduce  these  books 
as  an  experiment  into  one  of  the  Grammar  Schools, 
to  ascertain  whether  in  practical  use  as  a  text-book,  it 
would  be  found  so  superior  to  other  grammars,  as  on 
examination,  it  seems  to  be  to  your  Committee.  The 
Committee  have  but  three  more  recommendations  to 
make. 

1.  That  the  "  Spelling  Book  for  Advanced  Classes  ': 
—  a  book  which  Mr.  W.T.Adams,  the  author,  used  for 
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some  time,  in  manuscript,  in  his  own  school,  the  Bow- 
ditch,  the  pupils  from  which  had  the  highest  average 
mark  in  spelling  at  the  last  examination  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Normal  School,  be  permitted  as  a  text-book 
in  spelling  in  the  first  and  second  classes  in  the  Gram- 
mar Schools. 

2.  That  "  Warren's  Common  School  Geography," 
now  used  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  classes  in  the 
Grammar  Schools,  be  confined  to  the  first  and  second 
classes,  and  that  the  "Primary  Geography"  be  assigned 
to  the  third  class  as  it  is  to  the  fourth  class.  This 
change  has  the  approval,  and  is  understood  to  meet 
the  wishes  and  judgment,  of  the  masters.,  and  is  there- 
fore recommended  by  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  a  copy  of  Drake's 
"  History  of  Boston"  be  furnished  as  a  book  of  reference 
to  each  of  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools  of  the  city. 
This  recommendation  is  made  on  Mr.  Drake's  applica- 
tion ;  but  there  is  such  an  obvious  propriety  in  furnishing 
each  public  school  in  the  city  with  a  copy  of  a  work 
containing  such  an  authentic,  reliable,  and  interesting 
history  of  the  city,  that  one  is  left  to  wonder  that  it  has 
not  been  done  before.  The  cost,  —  the  copies  to  be 
strongly  bound,  with  backs  and  corners  of  Russian 
leather,  —  will  be  about  five  or  six  dollars  for  each 
school  furnished. 

In  conformity   with   the  recommendations  of  their 
report,  the  Committee   present  for  the  consideration 
and  action  of  the  Board,  the  following  orders. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  K.  LOTHROP, 

For  the  Committee. 
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1.  Ordered:  That  "Stearns's  Practical  Guide  to 
English  Pronunciation"  be  omitted  from  the  list  of 
text-books. 

2.  Ordered  :  That  number  ten  in  the  list  of  studies 
for  the  first  class  in  the  Grammar  Schools  be  amended 
by  striking  out  "  and  double,"  so  that  the  number  will 
read,  "  Book-keeping  by  single  entry." 

3.  Ordered:  That  Bartholomew's  Drawing-Books  be 
used  as  the  text-book  in  Drawing,  in  the  Grammar 
Schools. 

4.  Ordered  :  That  number  four  in  the  list  of  studies 
for  the  third  class  in  the  Grammar  Schools,  be  amended 
by  striking  out  "  with  lessons  in  Written  Arithmetic 
on  the  slate  and  blackboard,"  and  inserting  "  Eaton's 
Common  School  Arithmetic,  revised  edition." 

5.  Ordered  :  That  the  revised  edition  of  Hillard's 
Reader^,  now  in  preparation  be  used  in  the  schools 
whenever  said  edition  is  published. 

6.  Ordered  :  That  "Eaton's  Common  School  Arith- 
metic, revised  edition,"  be  the  text-book  in  Written 
Arithmetic  in  the  Grammar  Schools. 

7.  Ordered  :  That  "  Adams's  Spelling-Book  for  Ad- 
vanced Classes "  be  permitted  as  a  text-book  in  the 
first  and  second  classes  in  Grammar  Schools. 

8.  Ordered  :  That  number  six  in  the  list  of  studies 
for  the  third  class  in  the  Grammar  Schools  be  amended 
by  striking  out  "  Warren's  Common  School  Geogra- 
phy," and  inserting  "  Warren's  Primary  Geography." 

9.  Ordered:  That  a  copy  of  Drake's  "History  of 
Boston  "  be  placed  as  a  book  of  reference  in  each  of  the 
Grammar  and  High  Schools. 
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